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For every person who draws strength and direction from the Bible, there are many more who
struggle with it. Some call it a long book with fine print and obscure meaning. Some call it
a mystery, a chore to read, or an undecipherable puzzle.The good news is you can easily solve
this problem. With over 300,000 sold, this revised and expanded edition of Living by the Book
will remove the barriers that keep Scripture from transforming your life. In a simple, step-by-step
fashion, the authors explain how to glean truth from Scripture. It is practical, readable, and
applicable. By following its easy-to-apply principles, you'll soon find yourself drawing great
nourishment from the Word—and enjoying the process! The Living by the Book Workbook is the
perfect compliment to provide practical application of lessons.

A truly revolutionary book! The contents of this book completely changed how I read and
studied the Bible. If you are looking for a book that “puts the cookies on the lower shelf” and can
equip you in your bible study--you’ve found it!!! This is THE best book on Bible study and is
destined to remain a classic.-Dr. Dennis Rainey, President, FamilyLifeHoward Hendricks taught
me how to study the Bible in a way that revolutionized my life and my teaching. Living by the
Book is the very material "Prof" Hendricks taught me and is now available to everyone. To this
day, I open the Bible daily using the principles found in this book. I highly recommend it to you.-
Chip Ingram, President, Walk Thru the Bible Five decades of Howard Hendrick’s students all
give the same testimony: his course in Bible Study Methods marked them for life. Because
Living By the Book is a distillation of that course, all of us would also offer this counsel: Don’t
miss this book if you too want to see your study of God’s Word come alive.-Duane Litfin,
President, Wheaton College My spiritual inspiration and mentor has been Dr. Howard Hendricks.
I am one of thousands who have been impacted by his ministry. Having known Howie and
through Howie, Bill, for over 30 years, I know to a small degree the wisdom contained in these
men’s minds and hearts. Living By the Book is the way that Howie and Bill have lived their lives
and, as such, this is a book that is readable and useable by everyone. It is with great joy and
enthusiasm that I endorse and recommend Living By the Book.-Ron Blue, President,
CFPNTeach a man to study the Bible and you fill his life. Teach a man to train others and you fill
others lives. A generation is indebt to 'The Prof' for teaching us how to train fishermen. Thanks
for helping us know and love the Savior through His word.-Dr. Michael Easley, former president,
Moody Bible InstituteFrom the Back CoverThe adventure of your life awaits! With this classic
book, recently update and expanded, Howard and Bill Hendricks invite you on one of the
greatest adventures of your life—the journey through Scripture. In the Bible you can interact with
a living God who wants a personal relationship with you. And no special skills are needed. If you
can read, you can glean important insight from Scripture. Living by the Book will help you



engage God’s Word like never before. In simple step-by-step fashion, you’ll learn how
to: Observe. Let Scripture speak to you individually. Interpret. Develop the tools to properly
understand biblical text. Apply. Learn how to allow Scripture to transform your life. Start your
journey today.About the AuthorDR. HOWARD G. HENDRICKS remains a legendary figure in the
memory of countless Christians worldwide. In sixty years at Dallas Theological Seminary, "Prof"
Hendricks is estimated to have taught more than 30,000 students, and through them now
impacts tens of millions throughout the world. He ministered in more than eighty countries
through speaking engagements, radio, books, and recordings (including the DVD series, Living
By The Book). For a period of time he was also a Bible teacher and chaplain for the Dallas
Cowboys football team. Dr. Hendricks and his wife Jeanne were married for sixty-five years, and
he was the father of four children, five grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.BILL
HENDRICKS is Co-Founder and President of Global Centre for Giftedness, which seeks to
mobilize a worldwide movement of Giftedness Guides -- people who know how to help others
discover their giftedness and then apply those insights to the major areas of their lives. This is an
outgrowth of his longtime consulting practice, the Giftedness Center, which helps individuals
think through strategic life and career decisions. In addition, Bill serves as the Executive Director
for Christian Leadership at The Hendricks Center, a leadership development initiative of Dallas
Theological Seminary. He holds degrees from Harvard University, Boston University, and Dallas
Theological Seminary, and is currently a doctoral student at Bakke Graduate University. He is
married to Lynn Turpin Hendricks and is the father of three accomplished daughters.Excerpt. ©
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.LIVING BY THE BOOKThe Art and Science of
Reading the BibleBy Howard G. Hendricks William D. HendricksMoody PublishersCopyright ©
2007 Howard G. Hendricks and William D. HendricksAll right reserved.ContentsForeword by
Chuck Swindoll..................................7Preface to the Second Edition...............................91. Why
People Don't Study the Bible.........................132. Why Study the
Bible?.....................................213. How This Book Can Help...................................294. An
Overview of the Process...............................38Step 1: Observation5. The Value of
Observation.................................516. Let's Start with a Verse.................................567. You Must
Learn to Read...................................66Ten Strategies to First-Rate Reading8. Read
Thoughtfully........................................799. Read Repeatedly..........................................8310.
Read Patiently..........................................8911. Read Selectively........................................9412.
Read Prayerfully........................................10013. Read
Imaginatively......................................10614. Read Meditatively.......................................11415.
Read Purposefully.......................................11916. Read
Acquisitively......................................12717. Read Telescopically.....................................13118.
Work with a Paragraph...................................135Six Things to Look For19. Things That Are
Emphasized..............................14720. Things That Are Repeated................................15221.
Things That Are Related.................................15722. Things That Are Mike, &
Unlike..........................16223. Things That Are True to Life............................16924. Getting the



Big Picture.................................17425. Summarize Your Observations.............................18426.
"Facts Are Stupid Things Until ...".....................193Step 2: Interpretation27. The Value of
Interpretation.............................19928. Handle with Care!.......................................20629. What
Type of Literature Is This?........................213Five Keys to Interpretation30.
Content.................................................22931. Context.................................................23132.
Comparison..............................................23633. Culture.................................................24234.
Consultation............................................24935. Coming to
Terms.........................................25736. Figuring Out the Figurative.............................26237.
Putting It All Together.................................27338. Don't Stop
Now!.........................................284Step 3: Application39. The Critical Step of
Application........................28940. Truth That Transforms...................................29941. A
Transformed People....................................30742. Four Steps of
Application...............................31843. Customized Christianity.................................32944. Nine
Questions to Ask...................................33845. Now and
Then............................................34346. The Principle of the Thing..............................35147. A
Process of Life-Change................................36048. Three Suggestions to Get
Started........................368Additional Resources........................................379Chapter OneWhy
People Don't Study the BibleShortly after I became a Christian, someone wrote in the flyleaf of
my Bible these words: "This book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this book."
That was true then, and it's still true today. Dusty Bibles always lead to dirty lives. In fact, you are
either in the Word and the Word is conforming you to the image of Jesus Christ, or you are in the
world and the world is squeezing you into its mold.And yet the great tragedy among Christians
today is that too many of us are under the Word of God, but not in it for ourselves. For example, I
met a man once who had driven his entire family all the way across the country to attend a
conference of Bible teaching.Amazed, I asked him, "Why did you come so far?""Because I
wanted to get under the Word of God," he said.On the face of it, that sounds wonderful. But later
it hit me: Here was a man willing to drive twelve hundred miles to get under the Word of God; but
was he just as willing to walk across his living room floor, pick up a Bible, and get into it for
himself?You see, there's no question that believers need to sit under the teaching of God's
Word. But that ought to be a stimulus-not a substitute-for getting into it for ourselves.Who reads
the Bible? According to the Barna Group, in 2006 about 47 percent of Americans polled claimed
to read the Bible at some point in a week (up from a low of 31 percent in 1995). However, a
famous Gallup survey from a number of years ago found that while 82 percent of Americans
claimed to believe that the Bible is either the literal or "inspired" Word of God, and more than half
said they read the Bible at least monthly, half couldn't name even one of the four gospels:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. And fewer than half knew who delivered the Sermon on the
Mount.Have you ever seen a Bible "parked" in the rear window of someone's car? That's
common where I come from. A guy will come out of church, hop into his car, toss his Bible in the
back, and leave it there until the next Sunday. That's quite a statement of the value he places on



God's Word. In effect, when it comes to Scripture he's functionally illiterate six out of seven days
a week.The Bible is owned, read on occasion, even taken to church-but not studied. Why is it
that people do not get into Scripture for themselves, to understand it and see it make a
difference in their lives? Let's find out by listening to six Christians describe their experience in
this regard.Ken: 'I need something that works.'HGH: Ken, you're a business executive with a lot
of responsibility. You're well educated. I know you love the Lord. Where does Bible study fit into
your life?Ken: Back when my kids were young, we used to read a verse or two every morning at
breakfast, or maybe at dinnertime. But I wouldn't say we ever studied the Bible. And of course it's
not the sort of thing you'd do at work.HGH: Why not?Ken: Well, work is work. You're there to do a
job. When I go to work I'm thinking about our payroll, our customers, the bills we've got to pay,
what our competitors are doing. The Bible's about the last thing on my mind.Don't get me wrong.
I'm not one of these people who acts one way at church and another way at the office. But let's
face it-the business world is no Sunday school class. You're up against things that aren't even
mentioned in the Bible. So it doesn't exactly apply to your day-to-day situation.HGH: Ken, you've
put your finger on the problem of relevance. And that may be the number-one reason people are
not studying God's Word today. They think it's archaic, out of date. It may have had something to
say to another generation, but they seriously question whether it has anything to say to ours. Yet,
as we'll see, God's revelation is as alive today as it was when it was first delivered.Wendy: 'I don't
know how.'HGH: Let's move on to Wendy, who is a copywriter for an ad agency. Wendy, you
seem to have a lot of energy and initiative, I'd be willing to bet that you'd make an outstanding
student of the Bible.Wendy: Actually, I've tried, but it just didn't work out.HGH: How so?Wendy:
Well, I went through a phase once where I decided I was really going to study the Bible. I'd heard
someone at a seminar say that it's impossible to know God apart from knowing His Word. I knew
I wanted to get closer to the Lord, so I made up my mind to really get into Scripture. I bought all
these books about the Bible. I came home from work every night and spent about an hour or
more reading and trying to understand it.But I realized that I didn't know Greek or Hebrew. And
there were an awful lot of things that people were saying about different passages that made no
sense to me. I mean, I'd read what somebody had to say about a text, and then I'd read the text,
but I couldn't figure out how they'd come up with it. Finally, it just got so confusing, I quit.HGH:
Oh, so it was a problem of technique. That's common for many people today. They're reluctant to
jump in because they know they can't swim. And our culture doesn't help much. We've become
saturated with visual images, and frankly, we're losing our ability to read. That's why one of the
things we're going to do in the next section is recover the skills of how to read something such as
the Bible.Elliott: 'I'm just a layman.'HGH: Okay, let's hear from Elliott. Elliott's the man you want if
you've got a swimming pool on the fritz. He can show you how to keep that water crystal clear.
Furthermore, he brings an incredibly strong work ethic to the job, and I think his faith has a lot to
do with that. Elliott, something tells me you pay a lot of attention to your Bible.Elliott: Well, let me
put it this way-I pay attention to what I understand in the Bible. The Ten Commandments. The
Golden Rule. "The Lord is my shepherd." That sort of thing. But the rest of it I pretty much leave



up to my pastor. I mean, he understands all that stuff, and if I ever have a problem, I can just go
to him. He seems to know what it all means. Me, I just try to live it out the best I can.HGH: That's
encouraging. You're trying to practice the truth you do understand. But Elliott, I hear you saying
what thousands of Christians are saying today: "I'm just a layperson." Or, "I'm a homemaker. I'm
not a professional. You can't expect me, an individual who has no theological training, who
maybe never even finished college, to study a book like this."That's the way I felt when I started
out as a new believer. Somebody said to me, "Howie, you need to spend time in the Word."I
thought to myself, How in the world do I go about doing that? I've never been to seminary. I'm not
a minister. I can't understand this stuff.But as we're going to see, you really don't need
professional training to understand the Bible. You don't have to know Greek and Hebrew. As long
as you can read, you can dig into the Scriptures for yourself. In this book, I want to help you learn
how.And by the way, don't be put off by the word study. I wish we had a better term than "Bible
study," because for most of us, "study" is a bad-news item. It has all the appeal of flossing our
teeth. We know we're supposed to, but....In this book, we're going to discover that Bible study
can be fascinating beyond words, and even fun. So hold on.Linda: `I just don't have time.'HGH: I
mentioned homemakers, and, Linda, I guess that describes you. You're at home full-time with
three small children. How do you feel about Bible study?Linda: Oh, I'd love to study the Bible. I
really would. Like you say, I've got three little ones to keep up with, and sometimes I'd do
anything to get a break. My husband works day and night so that I can stay home. But that
means I've got the kids all day long, and I'm lucky to get even twenty minutes to myself. You can't
study the Bible in twenty minutes. Even if I could, I'm usually just trying to catch my breath. I
wouldn't have the energy.HGH: I understand exactly what you're saying. My wife, Jeanne, and I
reared four ourselves, and now we have six granddaughters, as well. So we're aware that
parenting is an extremely demanding job. For us it has been a priority. I guess that's really the
issue you're raising-where does Bible study fit on my list of priorities? Unfortunately, for many of
us it's number twenty on a list of twenty-seven things. It's nice, but certainly not necessary. Hold
on to that, because in the next chapter we're going to discover that the study of the Word is not
an option-it's an essential.Toni: 'I have my doubts about the Bible.'HGH: Toni, I'm eager to hear
your comments. You're a student on a university campus. Is there still a place for studying
Scripture in that setting?Toni: Yeah, I suppose people ought to read the Bible. There are some
very interesting and inspiring passages in it. But I'm not sure about some of the miracles and
predictions and stuff. I mean, Jonah and the whale? That sort of thing is really hard to believe.
And I know people quote Scripture to say whether something is right or wrong. It seems like you
can make the Bible say just about anything you want it to say.So I think you should read it once
in a while, just to kind of know what's in there, or maybe to help you feel better if you're down. But
study it? I don't know about that.HGH: All right, you raise some genuine concerns. Is this Book
reliable? Is it authoritative? Can we base our lives on it? Does it have credibility? Or, when we
read it, do we have to throw our intelligence out the window and, as one person put it, strain to
believe what we know, deep down, is utterly preposterous? We're going to discover that it is



completely reliable, and that the more we study it, the more consistent and reasonable it turns
out to be.George: 'I can't seem to make it interesting.'HGH: Let's take one final comment.
George, your interest in the Word has a lot to do with the fact that you teach an adult Sunday
school class at your church.George: Yes, I guess I have more reason than most people to study
the Bible. When I read through a passage, I'm always thinking about my class, and how I'm
going to teach it to them. But I'll be honest-it's hard to get people interested in the Bible. It seems
like they'd rather talk about sports or what's going on at work than the great doctrines of the
faith.I don't expect anybody to become a great theologian. But 2 Timothy 3:16 says that the Bible
is profitable for doctrine, and it seems to me that a lot of the problems people complain about
could be remedied if they paid a little more attention to what the Bible has to say.HGH: I think
you're discovering what anyone who wants to communicate spiritual truth runs into: It's very
difficult to get people excited about one's own insights into the Word. Unless they're making their
own discoveries on topics that relate directly to their experience, Bible study will just bore them
to tears. They just won't feel motivated to invest time in it. So that's really your challenge as a
teacher-to offer them a process by which they can uncover spiritual truths for themselves. And I
hope you'll learn some ways to do that through this book.By the way, one way not to do it is
through guilt. Guilt is a poor motivator. It's very powerful, but it's also poisonous to the learning
process. It kills the joy that ought to mark firsthand acquaintance with the Word. Guilt drives
more people away from the Scriptures than into them.How About You?Well, we've seen a
number of reasons that people do not study the Bible. Which one(s) applies to you? Do you
question the Bible's relevance to real-life issues? Are you locked out of the process by a lack of
technique and basic skills? Are you convinced that this Book is just for professionals, not
laypeople, that it takes special training to understand it? Is Bible study a low priority (or no
priority), especially with so many other demands begging for your time? Do you have doubts
about the Bible's reliability, and whether you can ever really determine its meaning? Do you
perceive Bible study as dreadfully boring and not worth your attention?If you identify with any of
these reasons, then this book is for you. We're going to address all of these issues and more.
Every one of these obstacles can be overcome. But first, having looked at the negative-why
people don't study the Bible-let's turn around and ask, Why must we study the Bible? In the next
chapter, I'll give you three important reasons why Bible study is not an option-it's an
essential.How About You?The great tragedy among Christians today is that too many of us are
under the Word of God, but not in it for ourselves.What about you? Do you regularly read and
study the Bible on your own? Or are you part of the majority of people who rarely if ever open the
Bible for themselves? Here's a simple exercise to help you evaluate your Bible reading
habits.How often do you read the Bible? (circle one)NEVER ONCE A MONTH ONCE A WEEK
TWO OR THREE EVERY TIMES A WEEK DAYWhen you read it, how much time do you spend
reading?5 MIN. 15 MIN. 30 MIN. 45 MIN. 1 HR. OR LESS OR MOREHere are a few reasons that
people give for not reading the Bible. Check the ones that express why you don't read the Bible
more than you do.__ The Bible doesn't seem relevant to my life.__ The Bible seems confusing



and hard to understand. I don't know how to make sense out of it.__ I used to read the Bible, and
it made me feel good. But after awhile, it didn't seem to have the same impact, so finally I gave it
up.__ I feel guilty when I read the Bible.__ The Bible is hopelessly out-of-date. It may have some
interesting stories, but it has little significance for life today.__ I rely on my pastor or minister to
explain the Bible to me. If I need to know something, he will tell me about it.__ I have doubts
about the Bible's reliability.__ I don't have time. I'm just too busy.__ The Bible seems boring to
me.__ I don't own a Bible.__ The Bible is full of myths and half-truths. Why study something that
lacks credibility?__ I don't read, period! It's not just the Bible; I don't read anything.Chapter
TwoWhy Study the Bible?In the last chapter we saw six common reasons that people do not
dive into a study of the Scriptures for themselves. Let me add a seventh: Nobody ever told them
what they'd gain by it. What are the benefits of Bible study? What's in it for me? If I invest my time
in this manner, what's the payoff? What difference will it make in my life?I want to suggest three
benefits you can expect when you invest in a study of God's Word, which are available nowhere
else. And frankly, they're not luxuries, but necessities. Let's look at three passages that conspire
to build a convincing case for why we must study the Bible. It's not an option-it's an
essential.Bible Study Is Essential To GrowthThe first passage is found in 1 Peter 2:2:Like
newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation.Let me give you three words to unpack the truth contained here. Write them in the
margin of your Bible, next to this verse. The first one is attitude. Peter is describing the attitude of
a newborn baby. Just as the baby grabs for the bottle, so you grab for the Book. The baby has to
have milk to sustain its life physically; you have to have the Scriptures to sustain your life
spiritually.Jeanne and I had four children, and when they were babies we learned early on that
about every three or four hours a timer goes off inside an infant-and you'd better not ignore it.
You'd better get a bottle of milk there fast. As soon as you do, there's a great calm. Peter picks up
that expressive figure and says that's to be your attitude toward Scripture.But he also says a
word about your appetite for the Word. You should "long" for it, he says. You're to crave the
spiritual milk of God's Word.Now to be honest, that's a cultivated taste. Every now and then
somebody will say to me, "You know, Professor Hendricks, I'm really not getting very much out of
the Bible." But that's a greater commentary on the person than it is on the Book.
(Continues...)Excerpted from LIVING BY THE BOOKby Howard G. Hendricks William D.
Hendricks Copyright © 2007 by Howard G. Hendricks and William D. Hendricks. Excerpted by
permission.All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be reproduced or reprinted without
permission in writing from the publisher.Excerpts are provided by Dial-A-Book Inc. solely for the
personal use of visitors to this web site.Read more
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David Lermy, “Solid Resource for the Serious Bible Student. Overview Before anyone can
preach, they must understand how to rightly divide Scripture. A preacher who does not perform
his or her due diligence lives contrary to the teaching of 2 Timothy 2:15 and brings shame upon
their life. Preachers and teachers of biblical truth are held a higher accountability (1 Timothy
6:3-4; James 3:1) and must preach with a knowledge that lends to a clear conscience (1
Timothy 3:9). Therefore, one tool a pastor may find as advantageous is Howard G. Hendricks'
Living by the Book: The Art and Science of Reading the Bible. Hendricks divides, fairly evenly,
the book into three major sections with each section representing one step in the three major
steps that defines his solid method of biblical study. The first step is observation or asking the
question, "What do I see?" The main idea is that many may read the Bible, but few take the time
to observe what is going on in a particular passage. Learning to focus on the details can bring
out dozens, if not hundreds, of points one small passage can contain. A few points worth
highlighting are observing repeatedly, purposefully, and acquisitively, in that, they are often
forgotten and yet greatly needed. Putting to practice the previous ideas, the preacher will
discover details that are repeated, related, or emphasized that may otherwise be missed. The
second step is interpretation or asking the question, "What does it mean?" Dealing with the
plethora of barriers that stand between the modern reader and the ancient biblical text can be
daunting. Nevertheless, as mentioned above, the preacher or teacher must be cautious of not
misrepresenting Scripture to those they preach or teach among. Hendricks provides five keys to
assist the interpretation process: content, context, comparison, culture, and consultation. Out of
the five, this reader found solid value in focusing on context and culture, two ideas that are often
misused or not used at all in modern day sermons. The third step is application, "How does it
work?" The crucial role all preachers must understand is bridging the gap between two worlds.
Observation and interpretation concern the personal study of the pastor or student of the Bible.
Application concerns how what has been studied moves from inner knowledge to outward
expression. Depending on the demographics of the pastor or student, trying to express what
they have learned can be a challenge. The learner must understand their own background, as
well as, the community and context in which they desire to express what has been learned.
Hendricks offers sounds steps and solid advice on how to apply biblical truth to change
lives.Strengths One of the major strengths of the book is being highly thorough on the topic of
studying the Bible. Although the size of the book may intimidate the casual reader, the serious
student of the Bible will discover an advantageous addition to their study helps library. Instead of
having multiple smaller books to reference though each time the pastor or student goes to study,
which can take up study time, they can simply use one book that has the same flow and thought
patter throughout. Another strength can be found in the multitude of profitable examples that
provide tangible application of the ideas presented. Along with the examples, Hendricks
provides discussion questions and examples that a pastor or student can immediately put to



practice. This places the text in a category above others in this genre that simply provides ideas
with no examples or questions to guide the reader. There is also a workbook that corresponds
with the book that provides even more helpful exercises. A final strength correlates to the
previous one, the book's flow and style of writing is fluid and approachable by a wide range of
readers. It is as if Hendricks is speaking to the reader as they move through the ideas. The
chapters are short and to the point, although some chapters have a bit of repetition.
Nevertheless, this is profitable because not all pastors or students of the Bible have the
opportunity for higher education in private college or seminary. Although Hendricks is a
seminary teacher of higher learning, he has taken difficult principles and written them in a
manner that opens up his book to a wide audience of readers.Weaknesses The only weakness
this writer finds is that, being as thorough as it is, the text could have added a few chapters. One
of the chapters that could have enhanced the book could cover a brief history of the Bible. The
Bible was written by many people over hundreds of years. Cultures and societies from the
beginning of the Bible to the end were vastly different. A short treatise on how Scripture came to
be the way one reads it today would have been advantageous. Yet, adding this could produce
another negative being that the book is already lengthy. Another chapter that would be a solid
addition to the book would have been to better explain the various translations of the Bible. One
of the major questions that secular society presses upon Christians is, "Why do they say the
Bible is the infallible and inerrant Word of God and yet have so many translations?" There are
even preachers and teachers who claim one is better than the other skewing people's beliefs
even further. Even though the appendix does address translations briefly, a chapter dealing with
this issue would be profitable for anyone trying to address this question when addressing the
larger question of various translations.Personal Benefit On a more personal note, I first
encountered Howard Hendricks' books while doing a Bachelors of Arts in Biblical Studies. His
book, Teaching to Change Lives: Seven Proven Ways to Make Your Teaching Come Alive, has
been one I have read many times and have given to dozens of people, especially those I help
equip and develop as teachers and small group leaders. Therefore, I may have a bias toward
anything that Hendricks writes. Notwithstanding, Hendricks has impacted thousands of students
and teachers who have profited from his teachings demonstrating that his works are valuable.
Living by the Book will be a new tool that I can continually go back to when studying. While
reading, I came to realize how much I lost in the art of observation. Years ago, I would spend
hours in a passage. Lately, I have only skimmed the surface. I have not been digging as deep as
I could in a passage missing timeless truths. I have already put "Six Things to Look
For" (chapters 19-23) into practice in my own study time while I read through 1 and 2 Peter. I
know for a fact, when I allow my study of the Bible to fail to live up to what the Word is worth, I
will continuingly refer back to Hendricks for fresh inspiration. Paul explains in Colossians 4:4 that
he desires them to pray for him to proclaim the Word clearly as it should be proclaimed. May that
be all of our prayers as we preach and teach the Bible.”



Chico Collie, “Basics of (personal) Bible study. Bible study to several Christians is a task, where
finding the motivation and approach to engage seems to be an unsolvable mystery. To some
others, it's easy – almost too easy with no need for methodology, in-depth contextual analysis, or
assistance needed. In this revised edition, Howard & William Hendricks set out to provide an
easy-to-follow framework for the first group and gently correct the stance of the second. Yet,
understanding the Bible is only part of the process.“The mark of spiritual maturity is not how
much you understand, but how much you use. In the spiritual realm, the opposite of ignorance is
not knowledge but obedience.”“The Bible does not yield its fruit to the lazy.”It’s a solid book that
serves as one of the contributing works for our ‘How to read (the Bible)’ series. The chapters are
short, succinctly getting to the point, and giving a feeling of progression. It’s designed as basics
for the layperson and not the scholar, as such our recommendation follows suit.”

DAC119, “Looking for…my whole life!. I have always wondered how a preacher could get
sooooooo much meaning out of a text. Now I know! And better than that. Now I can too!
Awesome book! Thank you!”

L. Vaughan, “Love the irony. Anyone else think it’s funny that there is a typo on page 54 in the
answers to the observation lesson? ”

Marcus Conner, “Awesome book. This book is slam packed with useful information”

Dorothy, “Amazing Bible Study. I have studied my Bible my whole life. This is so easy to
understand, but shows me how to really understand spiritual truths. The book and study book
are great investments in your spiritual growth. Great gifts for anyone who is serious about
studying the Bible.”

M Dittman, “Excellent Bible study resource. Lots of detailed instructions that are useful for
beginners or as a refresher for the more experienced. Obviously written by a man who has
experience and is passionate about teaching the subject material. Easy to read and understand
and well organized in its explanations and processes. Well worth the price and investment of
time and effort to further your desire to study God's Word.”

julio l, “2 Timothy 2:15. " The Bible will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from the Bible". If
you want to know how to study the Bible this is an excellent guide. Easy to read, and you can get
the audio version also. I give it to new Christians.”

Mr David, “At long last I'm learning. Worth buy, has help me to use my question and thinking
pattern.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Good. Good”



tim hull, “Amazing. For the first time I actually have a book that takes the fear of studying the
bible and helps me see the word for what it truly is; God's heart to me.”

GenV, “Inspiring and Educational. Living by the Book teaches you a fantastic and very creative
way to study the Bible. The main author had years of teaching experience. In fact you can learn
a lot also about studying in general, such as applying the method to other readings, like how to
read and get the most out of academic articles, even though the lessons focus on how to read
the Bible. I challenge you to allow yourself to go on this learning journey and hear what God has
to say and if and how it applies to your life. It's a self study or in a group where you would each
read a chapter and do the exercises, then come together and discuss your findings. Highly
recommended.”

abi, “Living by the book. In diesem Buch "Living by the book" werden motivierende und
praktische Tipps vermittelt, wie man die Bibel gewinnbringend lesen kann. Das Buch kann ich
jedem empfehlen, der bereit ist, sich vom Wort Gottes prägen zu lassen. Somit kann ich dieses
Buch wärmstens empfehlen.Der Lieferservice war bestens.”

The book by Peter J. Ang has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,609 people have provided feedback.
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